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issue. For I—the one—verily raise all creatures out of thei? own,
into my perception, so that in me they also become the One !
When I then go back into the ground and bottom of the God-
head, into its liood and source, none asketh me whence do I
come, or whither have I been: for none hath missed me. . . .
Which meaneth God passeih away" (Biittner, vol. i, p. 148)
As we see from these citations, Eckehart distinguishes
between God and the Godhead; the Godhead is the All;
neither knowing nor possessing Itself, whereas God appears
as a function of the soul, just as the soul appears as a
function of the Godhead. The Godhead is clearly the
all-pervading creative power; psychologically, it is the
generating, producing instinct, that neither knows nor
possesses itself, comparable with Schopenhauer's concep-
tion of the will But God appears as issuing forth from
the Godhead and the soul. The soul as creature "ex-
presses" Him, He exists, in so far as the soul is
distinguished from the unconscious, and in so far as it
perceives the forces and contents of the unconscious; he
passes away, as soon as the soul is immersed in the " flood
and source" of unconscious energy. Thus Eckehart says
in another place: •
" As I came forth out of God, all things said' There is a God !'
That cannot now make me blessed, for therewith I conceive myself
as creature. But in the breaking-through, when I will to stand
free in the will of God, and also free of God's will, and all His
works, even of God Himself—then am I more than aU creatures,
then am I neither God nor creature : I am, what I was, and what
I shall remain, now and evermore 1 Then do I receive a push
which brings me up above all the angels. In this push I am be-
come so rich that God cannot be enough for me, even in all which
as God He is, and in all His Divine works : for in this breaking-
through I receive what I and God have in common. Then I
am what I was, then I neither increase nor diminish, for I am
something unmoved which moveth all things. Here God findeth
no more place in man, for here hath man conquered again through
his poverty what eternally he hath been and ever will remain.
Here is God taken into the spirit."

